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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Application 1 0/081 488 filed on 2/20/2002 has been examined. Claims 1 -1 4 are 
pending in this Office Action. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in 10/081488 on 2/20/2002. It is noted, however, that applicant has not 
filed a certified copy of the JP2001-197686 filed on 06/29/2001 application as required 
by 35 U.S.C. 119(b). 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 2/20/2002 was filed with 
the application. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. 
Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Ciaim Objections 

4. Claims 1-5 and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: In the 
preamble of claims stated as more than one terminal whereas in the claim limitation 
stated as said terminal. Examiner interpreted as "a terminal" instead of "said terminal" 
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and more clarification is needed if the interpretation is not valid. Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the 
contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and 
invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e). 
(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



6. Claims 1-2, 6-10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sasaki et al. (US Patent 5,812,995) hereinafter Sasaki, in view of 
Skopicki (US Patent 6,859,797) hereinafter Skopicki and in view of Brown et al. 
(US Patent 5,913,208) hereinafter Brown. 
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7. As per independent claim 1 , Sasal^i teaches document and classification method 
for preparing hierarchical structure composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages, 
registering one or more documents and one or more types of classifications 
characterized by a common attributes on a first hierarchy state on the basis of the 
classification attribute information, and is stored in one classification attribute 
information file of one type of registered on a second hierarchy state higher than the first 
hierarchy stage by one hierarchy stage (col. 3, lines 26-35). (Examiner considered the 
word 'regions' in the preamble as groups. If it is not the same, Examiner needs more 
clarification relating to the specification, because the word 'region' does not exist and 
even a related word is not listed). Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "comparing, in 
response to receipt of a request for registration of a document from said terminal to said 
management apparatus, a content of the document with a content of a presently 
registered document" as an electronic document filing system 1 1 comprise an input 
selection 12 for receiving various pieces of input information such as a document 
request for the registration of a type of classification (Fig. 1, col. 5, lines 11-16). Sasaki 
does not explicitly teach comparing the data in the document to the classified 
documents. However, Skopicki teaches the data contained in the document are 
compared one by one to one or more of the document identification criteria, as the 
identification criteria being defined as being defined by the content and/or the position of 
a characteristic datum of a document (col. 2, lines 5-9). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the invention, to 
have combined the teachings of the cited references because Skopicki's teachings 
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would have allowed Sasaki's method to identify automatically and easily a document so 
as to classify and file it (col. 1, lines 62-63). Sasaki and Skopicki' does not explicitly 
teach a network with a client computer. However, Brown teaches a client computer 
connected document nranagement apparatus through a network (Fig. 1, col. 4, 
lines 39-41). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data 
processing art at the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited 
references because Brown's teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method for users 
in the web (network) environment can retrieve documents created by other 
users/providers on the web server (col. 2, lines 30-34). Further, Sasaki teaches the 
claimed step of "visually displaying at said temiinal relevant information with 
correspondence to a region for storage of a document similar in content as a result of 
said comparing" as a list request for the displaying of pieces of attribute information in a 
list form, a copy request for the copy of a document or a type of classification is 
registered (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 1 6-21 ). 

8. As per dependent claim 2, Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "upon receipt of a 
request from said terminal for storing in the region storing therein said document similar 
in content, a document under said request for registration is registered to said region" 
as a document composed of a group of document contents files 25 having a set of 
document files 26a, 26b, ...26n and each of the classification directories 27(i) is 
accompanied with a classification attribute information characterizing the classification 
are stored (Fig. 2, col. 5, lines 54-57 and col. 6, lines 5-8). 
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9. As per independent claim 6, Sasaki teaches document and classification method 
for preparing hierarchical structure composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages, 
registering one or more documents and one or more types of classifications 
characterized by a common attributes on a first hierarchy state on the basis of the 
classification attribute information, and is stored in one classification attribute 
infomnation file of one type of registered on a second hierarchy state higher than the first 
hierarchy stage by one hierarchy stage (col. 3, lines 26-35). (Examiner considered the 
word 'regions' in the preamble as groups, if it is not the same, Examiner needs more 
clarification relating to the specification, because the word 'region' does not exist and 
even a related word is not listed). Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "comparing, upon 
input of a request for registration of a document, a content of the document with a 
content of a presently registered document" as an electronic document filing system 1 1 
comprise an input selection 12 for receiving various pieces of input information such as 
a document request for the registration of a type of classification (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 1 1 - 
16). Sasaki does not expljcitly teach comparing contents of registered documents. 
However Skopicki do teaches as data contained in the document are analyzed 
according to their content and or their position in the document and they are compared 
one by one to one or more of the document identification criteria (col. 2, lines 2-8). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at 
the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited references 
because Skopicki's teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method to identify 
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autonnatically and easily a document so as to classify and file it (col. 1 , lines 62-63). 
Sasaki and Skopicki' does not explicitly teach a network with a client computer. 
However, Brown teaches a client computer connected document management 
apparatus through a network (Fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 39-41). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the invention, to 
have combined the teachings of the cited references because Brown's teachings would 
have allowed Sasaki's method for users in the web (network) environment can retrieve 
documents created by other users/providers on the web server (col. 2, lines 30-34). 
Further, Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "outputting relevant information with 
correspondence to a region for storage of a document similar in content as a result of 
the comparison" as a list request for the displaying of pieces of attribute information in a 
list form, a copy request for the copy of a document or a type of classification is 
registered (Fig. 1, col. 5, lines 16-21). 

10. As per independent claim 7, this claim is pertaining to a management apparatus. 
Sasaki teaches document and classification method for preparing hierarchical structure 
composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages, registering one or more documents and one 
or more types of classifications characterized by a common attributes on a first 
hierarchy state on the basis of the classification attribute information, and is stored in 
one classification attribute information file of one type of registered on a second 
hierarchy state higher than the first hierarchy stage by one hierarchy stage (col. 3, 
lines 26-35). (Examiner considered the word 'regions' in the preamble as groups. If it is 
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not the same, Examiner needs more clarification relating to the specification, because 
the word 'region' does not exist and even a related word is not listed). Sasaki teaches 
the claimed step of "comparing, in response to receipt of a document registration 
request from said terminal, a content of the document with a content of a presently 
registered document" as an electronic document filing system 1 1 comprise an input 
selection 12 for receiving various pieces of input information such as a document 
request for the registration of a type of classification (Fig. 1, col. 5, lines 11-16). Sasaki 
does not explicitly teach comparing the data in the document to the classified 
documents. However, Skopickl teaches the data contained in the document are 
compared to one by one to one or more of the document identification criteria, as the 
identification criteria being defined as being defined by the content and/or the position of 
a characteristic datum of a document (col. 2, lines 5-9). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the invention, to 
have combined the teachings of the cited references because Skopicki's teachings 
would have allowed Sasaki's method to identify automatically and easily a document so 
as to classify and file it (col. 1 , lines 62-63). Sasaki and Skopicki' does not explicitly 
teach a network with a client computer. However, Brown teaches a client computer 
connected document management apparatus through a network (Fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 
39-41 ). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing 
art at the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited references 
because Brown's teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method for users in the web 
(network) environment can retrieve documents created by other users/providers on the 
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web server (col. 2, lines 30-34). Further, Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "sending to 
said terminal relevant information with correspondence to a region for storage of a 
document similar in content as a result of the comparison" as a list request for the 
displaying of pieces of attribute information in a list form, a copy request for the copy of 
a document or a type of classification is registered (Fig. 1, col. 5, lines 16-21). 

11. As per independent claim 8, this claim is pertaining to a document Information 
management system, Sasaki teaches document and classification method for preparing 
hierarchical structure composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages, registering one or 
more documents and one or more types of classifications characterized by a common 
attributes on a first hierarchy state on the basis of the classification attribute information, 
and is stored in one classification attribute information file of one type of registered on a 
second hierarchy state higher than the first hierarchy stage by one hierarchy stage (col. 
3, lines 26-35). (Examiner considered the word 'regions' in the preamble as groups. If it 
is not the same. Examiner needs more clarification relating to the specification, because 
the word 'region' does not exist and even a related word is not listed). Sasaki teaches 
the claimed step of "comparing, in response to receipt of a document registration 
request from said terminal to said management apparatus, a content of the document 
with a content of a presently registered document " as an electronic document filing 
system 1 1 comprise an input selection 12 for receiving various pieces of input 
information such as a document request for the registration of a type of classification 
(Fig. 1, col. 5, lines 11-16). Sasaki does not explicitly teach comparing the data in the 
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document to the classified documents. However, Skopicki teaches the data contained 
in the document are compared one by one to one or more of the document Identification 
criteria, as the identification criteria being defined as being defined by the content and/or 
the position of a characteristic datum of a document (col. 2, lines 5-9). Thus, it would 
have been obvious to. one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited references because Skopicki's 
teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method to identify automatically and easily a 
document so as to classify and file it (col. 1 , lines 62-63). Sasaki and Skopicki' does not 
explicitly teach a network with a client computer. However, Brown teaches a client 
computer connected document management apparatus through a network (Fig. 1, col. 
4, lines 39-41). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data 
processing art at the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited 
references because Brown's teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method for users 
in the web (network) environment can retrieve documents created by other 
users/providers on the web seryer (col. 2, lines 30-34). Further, Sasaki teaches the 
claimed step of "visually displaying at said terminal relevant information with 
correspondence to a region for storage of a document similar in content as a result of 
the comparison " as a list request for the displaying of pieces of attribute information in a 
list form, a copy request for the copy of a document or a type of classification is 
registered (Fig. 1, col. 5, lines 16-21). 
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12. As per independent claim 9, this claim is pertaining to a document information 
management program. Sasaki teaches document and classification method for 
preparing hierarchical structure composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages, registering 
one or more documents and one or more types of classifications characterized by a 
common attributes on a first hierarchy state on the basis of the classification attribute 
information, and is stored in one classification attribute information file of one type of 
registered on a second hierarchy state higher than the first hierarchy stage by one 
hierarchy stage (col. 3, lines 26-35). (Examiner considered the word 'regions' in the 
preamble as groups. If it is not the same, Examiner needs more clarification relating to 
the specification, because the word Yegion' does not exist and even a related word is 
not listed). Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "comparing, in response to receipt of a 
document registration request from said terminal to said management apparatus, a 
content of the document with a content of a presently registered document" as an 
electronic document filing system 1 1 comprise an input selection 12 for receiving 
vanous pieces of input information such as a document request for the registration of a 
type of classification (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 11-16). Sasaki does not explicitly teach 
comparing the data in the document to the classified documents. However, Skopicki 
teaches the data contained in the document are compared to one by one to one or more 
of the document identification criteria, as the identification criteria being defined as 
being defined by the content and/or the position of a characteristic datum of a document 
(col. 2, lines 5-9). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data 
processing art at the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited 
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references because Skopicki's teachings would liave allowed Sasaki's method to 
identify automatically and easily a document so as to classify and file it (col. 1 , 
lines 62-63). Sasaki and Skopicki' does not explicitly teach a network with a client 
computer. However, Brown teaches a client computer connected document 
management apparatus through a network (Fig. 1, col. 4, lines 39-41). Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited references because Brown's 
teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method for users in the web (network) 
environment can retrieve documents created by other users/providers on the web 
server (col. 2, lines 30-34). Further, Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "visually 
displaying at said terminal relevant information with correspondence to a region for 
storage of a document similar in content as a result of the comparison" as a list request 
for the displaying of pieces of attribute information in a list form, a copy request for the 
copy of a document or a type of classification is registered (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 16-21 ). 

1 3. As per dependent claim 1 0, Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "upon receipt of a 
request from said terminal for storing in the region for storage of said document similar 
in content, a document under said registration request is registered to said region" as a 
document composed of a group of document contents files 25 having a set of document 
files 26a, 26b, ...26n and each of the classification directories 27 (i) is accompanied with 
a classification attribute information characterizing the classificafion are stored (Fig. 2, 
col. 5, lines 54-57 and col. 6, lines 5-8). 
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1 4. As per independent claim 1 4, this daim is pertaining to a document information 
management program. Sasaki teaches document and classification method for 
preparing hierarchical structure composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages, registering 
one or more documents and one or more types of classifications characterized by a 
common attributes on a first hierarchy state on the basis of the classification attribute 
information, and is stored in one classification attribute information file of one type of 
registered on a second hierarchy state higher than the first hierarchy stage by one 
hierarchy stage (col. 3, lines 26-35). (Examiner considered the word 'regions' in the 
preamble as groups. If it is not the same, Examiner needs more clarification relating to 
the specification, because the word 'region' does not exist and even a related word is 
not listed). Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "comparing, in response to issuance of a 
document registration request from said terminal, a content of the document with a 
content of a presently registered document" as an electronic document filing system 1 1 
comprise an input selection 12 for receiving various pieces of input information such as 
a document request for the registration of a type of classification (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 11- 
16). Sasaki does not explicitly teach comparing contents of registered documents. 
However Skopicki do teaches as data contained in the document are analyzed 
according to their content and or their position in the document and they are compared 
one by one to one or more of the document identification criteria (col. 2, lines 2-8). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at 
the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited references 
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because Skopicki's teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method to identify 
automatically and easily a document so as to classify and file it (col. 1 , lines 62-63). 
Sasaki and Skopicki' does not explicitly teach a network with a client computer. 
However, Brown teaches a client computer connected document management 
apparatus through a network (Fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 39-41). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the invention, to 
have combined the teachings of the cited references because Brown's teachings would 
have allowed Sasaki's method for users in the web (network) environment can retrieve 
documents created by other users/providers on the web server (col. 2, lines 30-34). 
Further, Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "sending to said terminal relevant 
information with correspondence to a region for storage of a document 
similar in content as a result of the comparison" as a list request for the displaying of 
pieces of attribute information in a list form, a copy request for the copy of a document 
or a type of classification is registered (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 1 6-21 ). 

15. Claims 3, 5, 1 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sasaki et al. (US Patent 5,812,995) hereinafter Sasaki, and in view of 
Brown et al. (US Patent 5,913,208) hereinafter Brown. 

1 6. As per independent claim 3, Sasaki teaches document and classification method 
for preparing hierarchical structure composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages, 
registering one or more documents and one or more types of classifications 
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characterized by a common attributes on a first hierarchy state on the basis of the 
classification attribute information, and is stored in one classification attribute 
information file of one type of registered on a second hierarchy state higher than the first 
hierarchy stage by one hierarchy stage (col. 3, lines 26-35). (Examiner considered the 
word 'regions' in the preamble as groups. If it is not the same, Examiner needs more 
clarification relating to the specification, because the word 'region' does not exist and 
even a related word is not listed). Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "comparing, in 
response to receipt of a request for registration of a document from said terminal to said 
management apparatus, bibliographic information of the document with bibliographic 
information of a presently registered document" as an electronic document filing system 
1 1 comprise an input selection 12 for receiving various pieces of input information such 
as a document request for the registration of a type of classification (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 
11-16). Sasaki does not explicitly teach a using document bibliography. However, 
Brown teaches the document catalog (bibliography) 250 contains an entry 290 for every 
document indexed. The entry for a particular document is accessed by looking up the 
document identifier 215 in the catalog. A document catalog entry stores the attributes 
260 of the corresponding document. The attributes 260 are classified as intrinsic (275) 
or non-intrinsic (265). The probabilistic measures and/or cosine similarity measures 
that incorporate one or more query elements to produce a numeric or logical value (Fig. 
2B, col. 6, lines 35-41 and lines 61-65 and col. 3, lines 49-58). Additionally, Brown 
teaches a client computer connected document management apparatus through a 
network (Fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 39-41 ). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the invention, to have combined 
the teachings of the cited references because Brown's teachings would have allowed 
Sasaki's method for users in the web (network) environment can retrieve documents 
created by other users/providers on the web server (col. 2, lines 30-34). Additionally, 
the index can be used to search documents In the web and a hit-list generated. 
Duplicate/redundant documents on the hit-list can be eliminated form displaying to the 
user and more relevant documents will be displayed to the user (col. 3, lines 6-12). 
Further, Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "visually displaying at said terminal relevant 
information with conrespondence to a region for storage of a document similar in 
bibliographic information as a result of said comparing" as a list request for the 
displaying of pieces of attribute information in a list fomn, a copy request for the copy of 
a document or a type of classification is registered (Fig. 1, col. 5, lines 16-21). 

17. As per independent claim 5, Sasaki teaches document and classification method 
for preparing hierarchical structure composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages, 
registering one or more documents and one or more types of classifications 
characterized by a common attributes on a first hierarchy state on the basis of the 
classification attribute information, and is stored in one classification attribute 
information file of one type of registered on a second hierarchy state higher than the first 
hierarchy stage by one hierarchy stage (col. 3, lines 26-35). (Examiner considered the 
word 'regions' in the preamble as groups. If it is not the same. Examiner needs more 
clarification relating to the specification, because the word 'region' does not exist and 
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even a related word is not listed). Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "comparing, in 
response to receipt of a request for registration of a document from said terminal to said 
management apparatus while designating one from among a plurality of regions under 
hierarchical management, a content of the document with a content of a presently 
registered document being presently registered in the designated region" as an 
electronic document filing system 1 1 comprise an input selection 12 for receiving 
various pieces of input infornnation such as a document request for the registration of a 
type of classification (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 1 1 -1 6). Sasaki also teaches a plurality of 
classification directories 27(1) respectively making a type of classification in hierarchical 
structure are arranged on each of the hierarchy stages ranging from a first hierarchy 
stated to an (n-1 )^ hierarchy stage and the directories are accompanied with a 
classification attribute information file 28(i) consisting of classification characteristics 
(Fig. 2, col. 6, lines 1-8) Sasaki and Skopicki' does not explicitly teach a network with a 
client computer. However, Brown teaches a client computer connected document 
management apparatus through a network (Fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 39-41 ). Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited references because Brown's 
teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method for users in the web (network) 
environment can retrieve documents created by other users/providers on the web 
server (col. 2, lines 30-34). Further, Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "visually 
displaying at said terminal relevant information of a document similar in content being 
registered in said designated region as a result of said comparison" as a list request for 
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the displaying of pieces of attribute information in a list form, a copy request for the copy 
of a document or a type of classification is registered (Fig. 1, col. 5, lines 16-21). 

1 8. As per independent claim 1 1 , this claim is for a document information 
management program. Sasaki teaches document and classification method for 
preparing hierarchical structure composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages, registering 
one or more documents and one or more types of classifications characterized by a 
common attributes on a first hierarchy state on the basis of the classification attribute 
Information, and is stored in one classification attribute information file of one type of 
registered on a second hierarchy state higher than the first hierarchy stage by one 
hierarchy stage (col. 3, lines 26-35). (Examiner considered the word 'regions' in the 
preamble as groups. If it is not the same. Examiner needs more clarification relating to 
the specification, because the word 'region' does not exist and even a related word is 
not listed). Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "comparing, in response to receipt of a 
document registration request from said terminal to said management apparatus, 
bibliographic Information of the document with bibliographic information of a presently 
registered document" as an electronic document filing system 1 1 comprise an input 
selection 12 for receiving various pieces of input information such as a document 
request for the registration of a type of classification (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 1 1 -1 6). Sasaki 
does not explicitly teach a using document bibliography. However, Brown teaches the 
document catalog (bibliography) 250 contains an entry 290 for every document indexed. 
The entry for a particular document is accessed by looking up the document identifier 
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215 in the catalog. A document catalog entry stores the attributes 260 of the 
corresponding document. The attributes 260 are classified as intrinsic (275) or non- 
intrinsic (265). The probabilistic measures and/or cosine similarity measures that 
incorporate one or more query elements to produce a numeric or logical value (Fig. 2B, 
col. 6, lines 35-41 and lines 61-65 and col. 3, lines 49-58). Additionally, Brown teaches 
a client computer connected document management apparatus through a network (Fig. 
1 , col. 4, lines 39-41 ). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
data processing art at the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of the 
cited references because Brown's teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method for 
users in the web (network) environment can retrieve documents created by other 
users/providers on the web server (col. 2, lines 30-34). Additionally, the index can be 
used to search documents in the web and a hit-list generated. Duplicate/redundant 
documents on the hit-list can be eliminated form displaying to the user and more 
relevant documents will be displayed to the user (col. 3, lines 6-12). Further, Sasaki 
teaches the claimed step of "visually displaying at said temiinal relevant infonnation with 
correspondence to a region for storage of a document similar in bibliographic 
information as a result of the comparison" as a list request for the displaying of pieces of 
attribute information in a list form, a copy request for the copy of a document or a type 
of classification is registered (Fig. 1, col. 5, lines 16-21). 

1 9. As per independent claim 1 3, Sasaki teaches document and classification 
method for preparing hierarchical structure composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages. 
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registering one or more documents and one or more types of classifications 
characterized by a common attributes on a first hierarchy state on the basis of the 
classification attribute information, and is stored in one classification attribute 
information file of one type of registered on a second hierarchy state higher than the first 
hierarchy stage by one hierarchy stage (col. 3, lines 26-35). (Examiner considered the 
word 'regions' in the preamble as groups. If it is not the same, Examiner needs more 
clarification relating to the specification, because the word 'region' does not exist and 
even a related word is not listed). Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "comparing, in 
response to issuance of a document registration request from said terminal to said 
management apparatus while designating a folder within a plurality of folders, a content 
of the document with a content of a document being presently registered to the 
designated folder" as an electronic document filing system 1 1 comprise an input 
selection 12 for receiving various pieces of input information such as a document 
request for the registration of a type of classification (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 11-16). Sasaki 
also teaches a plurality of classification directories 27(i) respectively making a type of 
classification in hierarchical structure are arranged on each of the hierarchy stages 
ranging from a first hierarchy stated to an (n-1 )* hierarchy stage and the directories 
are accompanied with a classification attribute information file 28(1) consisting of 
classification characteristics (Fig. 2, col. 6, lines 1-8) Sasaki and Skopicki' does not 
explicitly teach a network with a client computer. However, Brown teaches a client 
computer connected document management apparatus through a network (Fig. 1 , 
col. 4, lines 39-41). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data 
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processing art at tlie time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited 
references because Brown's teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method for users 
in the web (network) environment can retrieve documents created by other 
users/providers on the web server (col. 2, lines 30-34). Further, Sasaki teaches the 
claimed step of "visually displaying at said temiinal relevant information with 
correspondence to a region for storage of a document being similar in content 
and being registered to said designated folder as a result of the comparison" as a list 
request for the displaying of pieces of attribute information in a list form, a copy request 
for the copy of a document or a type of classification is registered (Fig. 1 , col. 5, 
lines 16-21). 

20. Claims 4 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sasaki et al. (US Patent 5,812,995) hereinafter Sasaki, in view of Brown et al. (US 
Patent 5,913,208) hereinafter Brown and in view of Wadley (USPA Pub. 

2002/01 81 014A1). 

21 . As per independent claim 4, Sasaki teaches document and classification method 
for preparing hierarchical structure composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages, 
registering one or more documents and one or more types of classifications 
characterized by a common attributes on a first hierarchy state on the basis of the 
classification attribute information, and is stored in one classification attribute 
infonnation file of one type of registered on a second hierarchy state higher than the first 
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hierarchy stage by one hierarchy stage (col. 3, lines 26-35). {Examiner considered the 
word 'regions' in the preamble as groups. If it is not the same, Examiner needs more 
clarification relating to the specification, because the word 'region' does not exist and 
even a related word is not listed). Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "comparing, in 
response to receipt of a request for registration of a document from said terminal to said 
management apparatus, organization information of a registrant of the document with 
organization information of a registrant of a presently registered document" as an 
electronic document filing system 1 1 comprise an input selection 12 for receiving 
various pieces of input information such as a document request for the registration of a 
type of classification (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 11-16). Sasaki does not explicitly teach using 
a network with a client computer. However, Brown teaches a client computer 
connected document management apparatus through a network (Fig. 1, col. 4, 
lines 39-41). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data 
processing art at the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited 
references because Brown's teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method for users 
in the web (network) environment can retrieve documents created by other 
users/providers on the web server (col. 2, lines 30-34). Sasaki and Brown do not 
explicitly teach documents related to organization. However, Wadley teaches using 
documents relating to the organization. A server 164 is connected to a printer via the 
network. The organization interested in analyzing regarding usage characteristics of 
each of its printer resources (Fig. 5, page 3, paragraph [0035]). Thus, it would have 
been obvious ,to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the 
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invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited references because Wadley's 
teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method for users in the web (network) 
environment can retrieve documents created by other users/providers on the web 
server (col. 2, lines 30-34). Further, Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "visually 
displaying at isaid terminal relevant information with correspondence to a region for 
storage of a document similar in organization information as a result of said comparing" 
as a list request for the displaying of pieces of attribute information in a list form, a copy 
request for the copy of a document or a type of classification is registered (Fig. 1 , col. 5, 
lines 16-21). 

22. As per independent claim 12, Sasaki teaches document and classification 
method for preparing hierarchical structure composed of a plurality of hierarchy stages, 
registering one or more documents and one or more types of classifications 
characterized by a common attributes on a first hierarchy state on the basis of the 
classification attribute information, and is stored in one classification attribute 
information file of one type of registered on a second hierarchy state higher than the first 
hierarchy stage by one hierarchy stage (col. 3, Imes 26-35). (Examiner considered the 
word 'regions' in the preamble as groups. If it is not the same, Examiner needs more 
clarification relating to the specification, because the word 'region' does not exist and 
even a related word is not listed). Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "comparing, in 
response to receipt of a document registration request from said terminal to said 
management apparatus, organization information of a registrant of the document with 
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organization information of a registrant of a presently registered documenf as an 
electronic document filing system 1 1 comprise an input selection 12 for receiving 
various pieces of input information such as a document request for the registration of a 
type of classification (Fig. 1, col. 5, lines 11-16). Sasaki does not explicitly teach using 
a network with a client computer. However, Brown teaches a client computer 
connected document management apparatus through a network (Fig. 1, col. 4, 
lines 39-41). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data 
processing art at the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited 
references because Brown's teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method for users 
in the web (network) environment can retrieve documents created by other 
users/providers on the web server (col. 2, lines 30-34). Sasaki and Brown do not 
explicitly teach documents related to organization. However, Wadley teaches using 
documents relating to the organization. A server 164 is connected to a printer via the 
network. The organization interested in analyzing regarding usage characteristics of 
each of its printer resources (Fig. 5, page 3, paragraph [0035]). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of the cited references because Wadley's 
teachings would have allowed Sasaki's method for users in the web (network) 
environment can retrieve documents created by other users/providers on the web 
server (col. 2, lines 30-34). Further, Sasaki teaches the claimed step of "visually 
displaying at said terminal relevant information with correspondence to a region for 
storage of a document similar in organization information as a result of the comparison" 
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as a list request for the displaying of pieces of attribute information in a list form, a copy 
request for the copy of a document or a type of classification is registered (Fig. 1 , col. 5, 
lines 16-21). 
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